DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

            Foreword to Adrian
Filmmaker Adrian Marinovich, is a lawyer specializing in civil litigation and negotiation, a licensed psychotherapist, and a millionaire real estate investor.  He is also a former gang member and petty criminal.  

It was his own ascent from a troubled childhood to success in his private life and in every field of endeavor that he has pursued, that has given Adrian the passionate belief that there is an inherent, universal human power to overcome adversity.  “A Hero on Every Block” is the culmination of his fervent desire to awaken the Hero in all of us.

“A Hero on Every Block” has been a labor of love for Adrian.  Everyone who sees this film will know that.  I am proud to be part of it, and I am honored to be his friend. 

                                                                                                                                     Basil Hoffman
More than three years ago I began a quest to reaffirm my belief that there is a personal Hero that dwells inside every human being.  My observations of human behavior through my work as a lawyer and as a psychotherapist, working in both fields with people of all ages and from all walks of life, convinced me that this is so.  I bought an RV and some filmmaking equipment to embark on a nationwide journey that would prove that I was right and to record the evidence.  

Before I left Los Angeles, I interviewed a few people I knew, just to test and rehearse an interview technique (and also to get over a little nervousness about journeying into uncharted waters).  Little did I know that these test subjects would reveal heroic aspects of their lives that I had known nothing about.  I believe that these revelations actually  gave me the reinforcement and courage that I needed to proceed.

I started my trip with no plan and no itinerary.  I just knew that I would drive across the United States and let providence guide me.  My unusual Airstream vehicle with “AHeroonEveryBlock.com” painted on the back turned out to be a magnetic attraction everywhere I stopped.  And at almost every stop, there were people who agreed to be interviewed or thought they knew someone who would.  Ten thousand miles later, through the United States and Canada, I had interviewed more than a hundred people and filmed fifty eight of them.

Selecting the fourteen heroic individuals who make up the “cast” of “A Hero on Every Block” was a more difficult process than I ever imagined it would be.  The qualities of heroism that I predicted were present in everyone I interviewed.  I think I would have to say that perhaps the final fourteen inspired me and touched my heart in special ways.

I now know why I was led to make this film.  A month before we completed post production, I was diagnosed with brain cancer.  Making “A Hero on Every Block” has proven to me that I have a power inside me greater than any malignancy.  I will survive.

                                                                                       Adrian Marinovich 
